TEXTS   AND   PRETEXTS

now ceasing to be the official language of all serious
verse. When this has finally gone the way of the
conscious swains and finny tribes of an earlier dis-
pensation, comic verse will get the chance of rising
from its present Gilbertian degradation, up to that
heaven of pure poetic beauty where Tullia's marmosite
and Leda's goose have their supernatural being.